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The rape and seduction fantasy, with its primitive sexual content
directly relating to the body, is less dangerous than other masochistic
fantasies, mostly unconscious, that do not work directly toward the
gross sexual goal. If the rape fantasies were directly gratified they
would lead to perversion, but this is extremely rare ; it is known that
the masochistic perversion is less frequently found in women than in
men. Where it exists, its content is completely different from that of
the rape fantasy: its essence is the wish to be beaten. Women with
such perversions whom I have had an opportunity to examine
maintained that they felt no pleasure sensations while being beaten,
and that they agreed to be beaten partly for professional-financial
reasons (if they were prostitutes) and partly in order to offer them-
selves as "love sacrifices5' to sadistic lovers. It is interesting to note
that the masochistic wish is gratified here by a detour, that is to say,
by the choice of a sadistic love object and the toleration of his
perversions, while direct gratification is rejected. A somewhat more
dangerous group of sexual fantasies are the prostitution fantasies
that, especially in big cities, are based on occasional exciting observa-
tions of street life at night, stories, and popular ''thrillers." The
dangers of their realization are particularly great for growing girls
from social strata in which economic motives, for instance poverty,
can serve as a rationalization and can incite to action. We have
touched on this point in our discussion of the case of Evelyn. We
discuss these fantasies in connection with feminine masochism
because such masochism usually serves as the principal theme of the
prostitution fantasy.

Two facts are particularly responsible for this fantasy formation
in puberty. The first lies in the dark stirrings of sexual excitation,
and has a rather undefined, not genitally localized character; the
second lies in the simultaneous intensification of the idealistic-
narcissistic demands upon the ego that we have described as charac-
teristic of puberty.

As a result of the tension between these two forces acting in
opposite directions, anxiety states and symptoms and prostitution
fantasies arise. We learn of their existence in various ways. Some-
times they make their way into consciousness and are confidentially
communicated to other persons; in other cases they are acted out,
and their bizarreness and monotony reveal the inner contents. But
the best method of reaching them is psychoanalysis. Once they have
been recognized analytically as typical, they can easily be unmasked
in less direct manifestations, There are various types of prostitution
fantasies, especially in puberty. In one of these types> we find an